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This report will be considered in public 
 

 

1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report sets out the background information for a meeting with the newly appointed 

Deputy Mayor for Housing. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to the 

Deputy Mayor for Housing about housing issues in London, and notes the subsequent 

discussion. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 On 24 May 2016, the Mayor appointed James Murray as his Deputy Mayor for Housing.  The 

Committee Chair and Deputy Chair have accordingly invited him to attend this first meeting of the 

new Housing Committee, and propose to use the session to discuss the main planks of the new 

administration’s housing policy. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 

 

  Housing supply 

4.1 It is widely accepted that London faces a housing supply crisis, with need greatly outstripping 

supply.  The new Mayor has indicated that his biggest single priority will be building more homes 

each year.1  In order to deliver these homes, he has said he will set up a dedicated Homes for 

Londoners housing team to bring together all the relevant stakeholders. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Sadiq Khan for London A Manifesto for All Londoners, 9 Mar 16, available online here: 
http://www.sadiq.london/a_manifesto_for_all_londoners  

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/themes/569cb9526a21db3279000001/attachments/original/1457451016/x160668_Sadiq_Khan_Manifesto.pdf?1457451016
http://www.sadiq.london/a_manifesto_for_all_londoners


        

The Private Rented Sector 

4.2 The Mayor has expressed his determination to improve Londoners’ experience of private renting by 

strengthening renters’ rights with regard to tenancy lengths, rent rises and the quality of 

accommodation.  He also wants to attract institutional investment to increase supply and deliver 

secure rented homes. 

 
Affordable homes 

4.3 The new Mayor has set a target of 50 per cent affordable homes for any new development.  He has 

also indicated that genuinely affordable rents, in his view, would be less than the 80 per cent of 

market rent prescribed by the Government. 

 

4.4 As regards affordable home ownership, he has plans to introduce an affordable part-rent, part-buy 

product on public land, while halving the average rent paid on such homes. 
 
Public land 

4.5 The Mayor has indicated that he will retain the freehold on public land to maximise the delivery of 

affordable homes.  He also wishes to engage with major employers who would provide supporting 

finance in exchange for allocation rights to some of these homes. 
 

Rough sleeping and homelessness 

4.6 The new Mayor wishes to establish a No Nights Sleeping Rough taskforce, and to coordinate the 

boroughs’ efforts to find accommodation for homeless households so that they do not have to 

engage in a bidding war. 

  

4.7 The Committee may therefore wish to discuss with the Deputy Mayor and his staff: 

 how he intends to increase substantially the pace of housebuilding in London; 

 what plans he has to strengthen private tenants’ rights and any impact this might have on 

the build to rent sector; 

 how he will ensure that enough affordable homes are built to meet London’s growing need, 

while also making them genuinely affordable; and 

 how he intends to support the boroughs in securing accommodation for homeless 

households. 

 

 Invited guests 

4.8 A panel of expert guests has been invited to discuss these issues with the Committee, including: 

 James Murray, Deputy Mayor for Housing; 

 Officers from the Greater London Authority (GLA), to be confirmed. 

 
 
5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

 

 



        

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
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